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TEXT:  Ephesians 2:1-10 
THEME:  GOD’S RICHES AT CHRIST’S EXPENSE 
 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  The Word of God 
through which the Holy Spirit touches our hearts are the words he breathed into the Apostle 
Paul to write, recorded in Ephesians 2:  As for you, you were dead in your 
transgressions and sins in which you used to live when you followed the ways of 
this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in 
those who are disobedient.  All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying 
the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the 
rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.  But because of his great love for us, God, 
who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.  And God raised us up with 
Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in 
the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in 
his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no 
one can boast.   For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.   
 
Dear friends who live in God’s grace, 
 
This past week we read and considered Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.  By the power of the 
Holy Spirit, Paul packed a lot into that short book.  He talked about spiritual blessings in 
Christ, prayer, being made alive in Christ, being one in Christ, about all Christians being the 
body of Christ, living as children of light, he spoke to husbands and wives, children and 
parents, employees and employers, and putting on the armor of God.  Each of those topics 
are worthy of a whole sermon series in and of themselves.  But when I think of Ephesians, 
the one concept that comes to mind and ties all these topics together is grace.  We talk a 
lot about grace, but do we fully comprehend how undeserving we are of it?  Do we stand in 
dumb-struck awe and amazement at what Jesus freely did for us by grace alone?  Do we 
grasp the reality of God’s grace so that we cannot do otherwise but respond with faith and 
good works that glorify God?  Or is grace just another one of those church words? 
 
I’m not sure who came up with the acrostic, but it really helps us focus on what God’s grace 
is all about.  That acrostic is the theme for today:  God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense. Take 
the first letter of each word and you have G R A C E. 
 
Ephesians chapter 2 is one of the best places in the Bible to show us what God’s grace is 
all about.  Through these words that God gave the Apostle, may the Holy Spirit fill us with 
awe at God’s grace for 1) God’s grace is undeserved by us, 2) God’s grace is only in Christ 
Jesus, and 3) God’s grace is for his glory.  These three points help us to see that only 
because of grace do we have God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense. 
 
1) GOD’S GRACE IS UNDESERVED BY US 
Before we can comprehend what God’s grace is and what his grace has done for us, we 
must see how undeserving we are. We often define grace as “undeserved love.”  Usually 
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when people show love, they are attracted by something in the other person—the person’s 
personality, looks, or interests. 
 
There is nothing in us to attract God’s love.  Paul teaches us that we were dead in 
transgressions.  We were spiritual road-kill, you might say.  Nothing in us attracts God to 
us.  We usually cannot get away from a dead skunk fast enough.  The smell is repulsive to 
us.  Everything in us by nature was repulsive to God.  In addition, just like a dead skunk, we 
could not move, we could not crawl out of the way.  We could not pull ourselves toward 
God—we could not choose to do it, decide to do it, try to do it, or even want to do it.  We 
were dead in sin, powerless, just like a dead animal on the road.  And even more so, unlike 
road-kill which originally was alive, you and I began life dead, spiritually dead in sin.  That 
was the nature we inherited from our parents.  That is what works in us to corrupt our 
thoughts and will so that we follow the desires of our flesh.  That inherited nature made us 
children under anger and wrath, not under God’s grace. 
 
Paul drives this point home in the first three verses of the chapter. “As for you, you were 
dead in you transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed 
the ways of this world and the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at 
work in those who are disobedient.  All of us also lived among them at one time, 
gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. 
Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath” (Ephesians 2:1-3). 
 
As sinners, we are all on the same level – by nature dead. We deserve only God’s anger 
and punishment. But grace is undeserved love. We cannot earn or purchase God’s grace. 
It comes at Christ’s expense and that is why God’s grace is only in Jesus. 
 
2) GOD’S GRACE IS ONLY IN JESUS 
We often remember Ephesians 2 because of how Paul emphasis God’s grace. But listen 
again to this section and see that Paul also emphasizes Jesus.  Listen to how often Paul 
refers to Jesus Christ. 
 
“But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with 
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been 
saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 
realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the 
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus” 
(Ephesians 2:4-7). 
 
God’s grace is inseparable from Jesus.  Without Jesus we would always be dead in sin. 
Paul ties God’s grace to Jesus by saying, “God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive 
with Christ . . . it is by grace you have been saved.” 
 
What does it mean that we are made alive with Christ?  We were dead in sin.  Christ took 
our deadness on himself.  How?  He made himself sin for us.  He put himself in our place. 
Our sin, our punishment, our death, our hell, belonged to Jesus.  Yes, Jesus certainly did 
die.  He didn’t deserve it.  God’s grace led him to do it willingly. 
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But then God made him alive again.  Why?  Because Jesus had paid for all sins.  God 
accepted his death as payment in full.  God had graciously forgiven sinners because of 
what Jesus had done.  So God raised Jesus from the dead.  That life came at Christ’s 
expense and so God’s grace is only in Jesus.  
 
3) GOD’S GRACE IS TO HIS GLORY  
The more we see that God’s grace is only in Jesus, the more we want to glorify our God 
and live for Jesus.  We want to do good.  We want to good not because we think we earn 
anything by it.  By grace alone we have God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense, not our 
expense.  “It is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from 
yourselves, it is a gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.” (Ephesians 
8, 9).  When we served as missionaries in Brazil, I was working a certain neighborhood for 
about a week, talking with people and handing out flyers.  There was a convent in the area 
and I always left a flyer there.  One evening I received a phone call from an irate nun.  She 
was angry that I was a foreigner in her country teaching people that they did not have to do 
good works to be saved.  I shared Ephesians 2:8-9 with her, “It is by grace you have 
been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is a gift of God—not by 
works, so that no one can boast.”  She argued that God’s grace enables us to save 
ourselves.  I shared Ephesians 2:8-9 with her.  This exchange took place several times until 
she finally said, “Is that all you can say?”  I replied, “Yes, because that is what you need to 
hear.”  She hung up.  Salvation is a gift; to think that we can ask for it, or earn it, or pay a 
part of it is rejecting God’s grace. 
 
We want to do good not to boast or glorify ourselves, but we want to do good to bring glory 
to our God who has been so gracious to us.  Just like when a person sees a great painting 
they talk about how skillful and good the artist is, when people see the way we live may 
they talk about how skillful and good our God is, “for we are God’s workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to 
do” (Ephesians 2:10).  As we live as a new creation in Christ, as we glorify our God in our 
daily lives, others will learn from us about grace, God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense.  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
 

Almighty God, we praise and honor your holy name for your 
numerous acts of love and grace on behalf of your people.  We 
especially thank you for your gracious gift of your one and only Son, 
who has ascended into heaven and sits at your right hand.  We 
rejoice that he is our advocate before your throne and that he 
intercedes for us in all our needs. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit to enlighten our minds with understanding and 
knowledge of your heavenly truths.  Give to all who serve your holy 
Church a full measure of your grace that Christ may be confessed, 
his cross uplifted, and his gospel declared as the only way to eternal 
life.   
 
O Lord, as we remembered the horrific 9/11 attack on our country 
this past week, remind us that you are our rock, our fortress, our 
shield, and our deliverer.  In you alone we take refuge.  In your 
grace, now stand as a wall around our nation and protect us from all 
who would seek to use terror to destroy us.  Frustrate the plans of 
ISIS and home-grown terrorists with your all-surpassing wisdom and 
power.  Give strength, safety, wisdom, and success to all who work 
to defend our nation from attack.  We know that our true security 
does not lie in human intelligence or military might but in the 
forgiveness of sins that you have given us in Jesus.  Use us as 
ambassadors to spread this good news to people who still live 
outside of your kingdom of grace.  Grant that all people would find 
eternal security through Jesus Christ.   
 
We ask this in his name and pray the prayer he taught us: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 


